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Yes, I want to make a tax-deductible contribution!

Name(s): 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Email:

Amount:    m $25   m $50   m $100   m $150   m $250  m Other: 

This is a gift in honor, memory, or support of: 

 

Honoree’s Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Amount:    m $25   m $50   m $100   m $150   m $250  m Other: 

! Spring/Summer2017 

Did you know that 99 cents 
of every donated dollar 
goes directly to our feeding 
program?

Please send your gift to: 
MKIFP
P.O. Box 834
Mount Kisco,
N.Y. 10549
Please make checks payable to:
 “The Mount Kisco Interfaith 
Food Pantry.” 

To donate on-line: www.
mountkiscofoodpantry.org

The Food Pantry is a 501(c)(3)   
non-profit. Your gift is tax deductible.

Sponsoring 
Congregations
Bedford Presbyterian Church

Bet Torah Synagogue

Iglesia Apostolica Monte de Sion

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection

Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Temple Shaaray Tefila

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

   of Northern Westchester

United Methodist Church 
   of Mount Kisco

Westchester Family Church

Chamber of Commerce Names Pantry 2017 
“Organization of the Year” 

Nearly 200 local business people, 
clergy, friends, and dignitaries gathered 
at the Mount Kisco Chamber of 
Commerce (MKCC) Annual Awards 
Dinner on May 4th to honor our 
Pantry as Organization of the Year, and 
the contributions of Joan Stewart as 
Citizen of the Year. It was an evening 
of appreciation and celebration that 
underscored the importance of 
volunteerism and the role of business-
charity partnerships in building a 
strong community.

“We are grateful for the work that 
the Pantry has done and the invaluable 
service they have provided over the 
years to make Mount Kisco such a 

Spring/Summer 2017      www. mountkiscofoodpantry.org      Offering Choice / Offering Hope

Location:
United Methodist Church
300 East Main Street
Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

Hours:
Tuesdays, 5:00–7:00 pm
Wednesdays, 9:30–11:00 am

Contact Us:
914-610-5187
info@mountkiscopantry.org 

We Offer:
Home deliveries
Nutrition classes
Health screenings
SNAP and WIC support

A Ton of Food, A Ton of Fun!
On Saturday,  April 8, NBC 4 New York/
Telemundo 47, Stop & Shop, and feeding 
programs all over the tri-state area participated 
in the first-ever “Feeding Our Families” food 
drive, and our pantry was part of the excitement.  
Along with colleagues at The Food Bank for 
Westchester, our teams of volunteers pitched 
in all day long at the Stop & Shop in Tarrytown, 
passing out food “wish lists,” answering questions 
about local hunger, collecting donations, and 
delivering the bounty —almost one ton of 
donated food—to the Pantry. Now that’s 
“community” in action!

(See “Award,” continued page 2)

Francis T. Corcoran, Westchester County 
Legislator, presents Pantry Board President 
Laura Desmarais a proclamation naming June 
5, 2017 “The Mount Kisco Interfaith Food 
Pantry/MKCC Organization of the Year Day” in 
Westchester County.

Board Member Lena Cavanna greets 
Northern Westchester Interfaith 
Council Chair Rabbi Jason Nevarez, 
on March 4 at the Bedford2020 Food 
Forum Expo table.

Did you know that 
one out of three 
Pantry clients is a 
child?



page 3page 2

President’s Letter
 “Life turns on a dime.”

So wrote a client in a heartfelt thank you letter … a senior 
citizen I’ll call Sylvia.  Sylvia’s life took an unexpected turn when 
her son’s family had to move in with her.  Sylvia is not alone. 
Illness. Disability. Divorce. Job loss. No one expects to need a 
pantry, but sometimes the unexpected happens.  And Northern 

Westchester is not immune. Last year, 38,000 people . . . an average of 270 families 
per week . . . came to us for help to put food on the table.

Our pantry offers choice, hope … a lifeline … to thousands of our neighbors a 
year.  And we do it with a nearly all-volunteer model. How is this possible? You.

This newsletter is dedicated to the hundreds of volunteers and supporters who 
make our work possible.  Here, you’ll read about scouts making a difference; 
companies pitching in, and a dynamic duo of home-delivery volunteers who 
deliver kindness with every bag.  These are just a few of the many stories from the 
dedicated and energized corps of volunteers and supporters who make the Pantry 
tick; who believe to their core that local hunger is unacceptable; who won’t sit by 
while a senior citizen like Sylvia struggles.

Sylvia concluded her note, “Here are volunteers giving of their time and efforts 
with a cheerful disposition and a helping hand. It’s quite wonderful to witness 
empathy and acts of loving kindness right before our eyes.”

Thank you, Sylvia.  And thanks to all of you. Your empathy and loving kindness 
inspire us.  We’ll continue, with your help, to do our best to be there for our 
neighbors when “life turns on a dime.”

Laura Desmarais, Board President 

Pantry Receives 500 Pounds of Food from 
Mount Kisco Cub Scout Pack #1
On March 21, Mount Kisco Cub Scout Pack #1, 
based at the United Methodist Church, brought 
the Pantry over 500 pounds of food from 
their annual food drive. The cub scouts were 
welcomed by the Pantry’s Vice President of the 
Board Kelley Housman, who spoke to them 
about how we sometimes don’t realize that we 

have neighbors 
in our own 
community who 
are hungry. 

Helped by their parents, the scouts checked 
the expiration date of the donated items (see 
above), then weighed and shelved them. This 
successful food drive has been an annual event 
for many years.

Girl Scout Silver Award Project Reaches         
Our Youngest Clients

The Pantry’s youngest clients 
and their caregivers have new 
ways to learn about nutrition 
and healthy eating thanks to local 
Girl Scout Erica Dunne. 

Erica, who attends Seven 
Bridges Middle School and is a 
member of Chappaqua Troop 
1029, created a bilingual learning 
center that focuses on nutrition, 
exercise, health, and wellness for 
children from infancy up through 
early elementary school age.  As 
children and caregivers read and 
play together while they wait 

their turn to choose groceries, bonds are reinforced and healthy habits become a 
family affair. 

“Erica’s Cart” is the centerpiece of Erica’s efforts to raise awareness about local 
hunger and to make a difference in our community. Her work has recently been 
recognized with the Girl Scout Silver Award, the highest award available to a 
Cadette scout (6th-8th graders). Erica tells us, “My future plans include teaching 
other Girl Scouts about the need for food pantries all around the country.” 

Erica, you’re an inspiration!

Our Mission
The Mount Kisco Interfaith 
Food Pantry is an affiliation 
of faith-based congregations 
dedicated to providing 
supplemental food to 
underserved residents of 
Northern Westchester. We 
are committed to creating 
a healthier and stronger 
community. Our volunteer 
efforts respect the dignity of 
those we serve and are an 
expression of the spiritual 
mission of our member 
institutions.

Delivering Food 
and Friendship
Every Wednesday, for more than 
two years, volunteers Jacalyn 
Polikoff and Adrienne Flanagan 
have been providing groceries to 
our home-bound clients. Both 
had been volunteering at the 
Pantry for many years when they 
were paired as a home-delivery 
team.  Neither could have 
imagined the special bonds that 
would form … with each other 
and with their five clients. 

Jackie, a Chappaqua resident 
and member of sponsoring 
congregation Bet Torah, reflects, 
“Home delivery really changes 
your perspective … to see 
people in need very close 
to home here in our own 
community. It’s important to give 
of yourself to help our neighbors.  
And my friendship with Adrienne 
has been the added bonus.”

Adrienne, who hails from 
Armonk and first came to know 
the Pantry through the Junior 
League of Northern Westchester, 
adds, “You really do get more 
back than you give as we form 
bonds with our clients over food 
and nourishment.” 

Thank you, Jackie and 
Adrienne. You remind us 
all of the unexpected and 
treasured gifts that can 
come from giving.  

wonderful place to be,” said Dan 
Taplitz, MKCC Board President.

The Pantry is honored to join the 
ranks of the many outstanding 
local organizations that have been 
recognized with this prestigious 
award.  Along with the award, the 
Pantry accepted a generous check 
from the MKCC that will go a long 
way toward helping us feed our 
hungry neighbors.

“We are grateful to the Chamber 
and the big-hearted community 
of volunteers and supporters that 
make our work possible,” said 
Pantry Board President, Laura 
Desmarais.  “Working together, 
we continue to make progress on 
our goal to eradicate hunger in our 
community.”

(“Award,” continued from page 1)

“Erica’s Cart”—Girl Scout Erica Dunne with the 
bilingual learning center she designed.

Did you know that we serve an average of 270 families 
each week?

“We really enjoyed 
the event, and were 
so warmed by Kelley’s 
cheerful, welcoming 
manner as she showed us 
how the system works. 
We might do this twice a 
year!” —Jodi Dutta, Pack 
Leader
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Microsoft volunteers 
lend a hand.

Microsoft volunteers 
lend a hand

Members of 
the Board 
celebrate our 
“Organization of 
the Year Day” in 
Westchester.


